
Meeting Minutes 

City of Melrose, Massachusetts 
 

 

Organization:   Melrose Local Liquor Licensing Commission 

Meeting Date:  Thursday, September 28, 2023 

Meeting Location:  Cassidy Conference Room 

City Hall 

   562 Main Street 

   Melrose, MA 02176 

 

Attendees:   Joseph Nevin, Chairman 

   Michael V. Iudice, Commissioner 

   Kevin Cronin, Commissioner 

   Lauren Grymek, Clerk to the Liquor Commission 

 

9:30am   Meeting Called to Order by Chairman Nevin 

 

I. New Business 

1. One-Day Special Permit Applications submitted to local licensing authority: 

a. Idle Hands Craft Ales LLC - Sunday October 1, 2023, Temporary Beer 

Garden, Beebe Estate, 235 West Foster Street, Melrose MA 02176 

• Application and accompanying documents reviewed. 

• Comments  

• Christopher Tkach, Founder & President, Idle Hands Craft Ales 

spoke as the applicant to answer questions about the event, 

and noted there was a successful event on 7/9/23. 

• Commissioners asked about turnout, checking ids and reviewed 

the event map with the applicant. 

• Commissioner Iudice inquired about attendance at the July 

event and Mr. Tkach indicated about 600 attendees. He also 

said they increased the number of porta potties to 3. 

• Tom Champoux, 87 Crescent Avenue, resident organizing the 

event with Idle Hands, offered comments about wanting to 

bring the community together, working with local mobile food 

vendors LaQchara and Kindred Crepes, and a BBQ food truck to 

have food available for purchase; Ped Bike committee would 

once again offer free bike valet, and there would be live music 

by local musicians. 

• Commissioner Iudice made a motion to approve the One-day 

License application for Idle Hands. 

• Commissioner Cronin seconded the motion. 



• The motion was unanimously passed. 

b. Working Man Distillers, LLC – October 21, 2023, Noboundary Fighting, 

Melrose Memorial Hall, 590 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176 

• Application and accompanying documents reviewed. 

• Comments: 

• Commissioner Iudice indicated this annual event has occurred 

for several years in Melrose without any issues. 

• No further discussion. 

• Commissioner Iudice made a motion to approve the One-day 

License application for Idle Hands. 

• Commissioner Cronin seconded the motion. 

• The motion was unanimously passed. 

 

II. Update on Revised Zoning Ordinance to create provisions for Brewery Use 

• Comments 

• James O’Loughlin, 39 Lincoln Street, read a letter regarding 

pending/upcoming regulations created by the liquor licensing 

commission for brewery use. See attached. 

• Mayor Paul Brodeur information about the zoning ordinance 

presented by the Planning Board and passed by the City Council 

which allows for brewery use in certain areas of Melrose. 

• Additional information on the zoning ordinance is available and 

linked here: 

https://melrosecityma.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=

6335 

• Now that the brewery use is established for zoning purposes, the 

LLC will need to draft, review, consider and adopt regulations to 

issue licenses under MGL Ch 138 Section 19C. Public process will be 

part of this. 

• Commissioner Iudice made a motion to close public comment on 

this order of business. 

• Commissioner Cronin seconded the motion. 

• The motion was unanimously passed. 

 

10:15am  Motion to Adjourn 

• Commissioner Iudice made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

• Commissioner Cronin seconded the motion. 

• The motion was unanimously passed. 

• Meeting adjourned. 
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