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 CITY OF MELROSE 
  MELROSE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 


MINUTES ● DECEMBER 14, 2022 
 


Cassidy Conference Room, Melrose City Hall 
562 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176 


Regular Meeting 7:00PM-9:05pm 
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1) CALL TO ORDER 
 


Attendee Name Term Title / Role Status 
COMMISSIONERS:    
Linda Apple Feb/2025 Commissioner Present 
Tesfay Aradom Feb/2025 Commissioner  Present 
Randall Carter Feb/2025 Commissioner / Fundraising Ways & Means Present 
Jennifer Champagne Feb/2025 Commissioner / Vice-Chair Present 
Bonnie Clapp Feb/2024 Commissioner / Chair Present 
Doug DiBrielle Feb/2025 Commissioner / Secretary Present 
Joseph Phillips Feb/2023 Commissioner Absent 
Mike Stankavish Feb/2023 Commissioner Absent 
Jennifer Strasburger Feb/2024 Commissioner / Treasurer  Present 
Fatma Ulku Duru Feb/2026 Commissioner Present 
Vacancy TBD Commissioner N/A 
    
LIAISONS:    
Lizbeth DeSelm  Liaison - School Committee Absent 
Rev. Dr. Suzanne Intriligator  Liaison – Clergy Association / MUUC Present 
Manjula Karamcheti  Liaison - City Council Absent 
GEM Student(s) TBD Liaison N/A 
    
GUESTS:    
Jim Bennet N/A Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church 


(MUUC) & Opening Doors Project 
Present 


Sam Hammer N/A Melrose Together – Art on Essex Project Present 
    


 
• With a roll call vote (8) present and (2) absent, the meeting convened at 7:00pm.  
 


2) READING OF THE MINUTES 
• Deferred post public comment.  (See “Regular Business”) 
 


3) PUBLIC COMMENT 
• VOTE: Chair Clapp Moves to open public comment by unanimous consent. No objections. 
 
 
 



jperperian

Received
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a) MLK Day of Service Collaboration with Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church 
(MUUC)/Opening Doors Project – Jim Bennet  
i) JB: Requested that MHRC consider COVID data while planning details of MLK event.  Noted 


that MUUC & Melrose Disability Commission to sponsor in-house educational program 
during MLK event, potentially including Friends of Melrose METCO.  


ii) Open discussion of MLK Day of Service (see further details below) 
b) Melrose Together – Art on Essex (Creative alliance) – Sam Hammer, Jim Bennet 


i) Sam Hammer presented slideshow outlining the “Art on Essex” project (Slideshow Link) 
(1) Overview: Art Project calling awareness to the Asian Americans long history in Melrose 


community – over a century back. Celebrating the impact this community had on 
Melrose over time. To be installed during / after construction of new building located at 
12-16 Essex Street, Melrose.  


(2) SH made request that MHRC support this project through partnership and assistance 
disseminating related communications to the community. 


 
• VOTE: Chair Clapp moves to close public comment by unanimous consent. No objections.  
 


4) Updates: 
a) Treasurer’s Report (JS): 


i) General Account: $2148.66 
ii) Donation Account: $2497.43 
iii) Total Balance: $4646.09 
iv) Present Bills Pending: none 
v) Pending Receipts: none 
vi) Motion to Approve Invoices: N/A 


 
b) Administrative Updates: 


i) Commissioner Certification & Terms: 
(1) JC verified all commissioners have completed (have plans to complete) three required 


certifications.  Terms verified for all commissioners (see above).  Fatma Ulku Duru 
notified commission of intent to continue as a commissioner for 2nd term (extending 
through Feb/2026) 


ii) MHRC City Email Address: 
(1) JC provided update on efforts to access MHRC city email address (Working with Adam 


LaFrance (former MHRC chair) and Andrew Ghobrial (Melrose City Clerk) to gain access). 
iii) Global Education in Melrose (GEM) Liaison positions need to be filled:  


(1) BC in conversations with GEM and hopes to have update by end of January/2023. 
(2) See Global Education in Melrose Pathway for more info about GEM. 


iv) MHRC Website: 
(1) Discussed need to update names of current commissioners. 


(a) VOTE: JC to contact Andrew Ghobrial (Melrose City Clerk) to update website.  
Approved by unanimous consent. No objections. 


(2) Discussed need to update “Mission Statement” to on City of Melrose Website. 
(3) Discussed need to add “MHRC – Resource List” to website. 


v) “Public Meeting Law” – Review & Discussion: 
(1) JC presented flow chart on what constitutes a “Public Meeting”. (See attached) 



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EY_RSW4hem7qf1h9TrewtR8QKBXaBEH7iROfLwz6xNM/edit?usp=sharing

https://www.melroseschools.com/melrose-high-school/academic-pathways/pages/gem

https://www.cityofmelrose.org/human-rights-commission
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(2) Discussed role of “Event Coordinators” (as opposed to creating “Subcommittee 
Workgroups”), where major decisions related to planning of events are made by 
commission during public meetings and executed by “Event Coordinators”.  


(3) All written communication is public communication.   
(a) Discussion related to commissioners “Public Records Notice” to bottom of MHRC 


related communications.    
(i) Ex:  ****CITY OF MELROSE PUBLIC RECORDS NOTICE: Please be advised that 


the Massachusetts Attorney General has determined that email is a public 
record unless the content of the email falls within one of the stated 
exemptions under the Massachusetts Public Records Laws.**** 


vi) Solicitation of Donations and Sponsorships: 
(1) All donation and sponsorship requests ON HOLD until Mayor Brodeur sets policy and 


establishes guidance on this topic.  (Solicitation policy of previous administration does 
not automatically apply).  


(2) Discussed Grant funding as a potential way to fund MHRC activities that is not in conflict 
with Conflict-of-Interest law.  


 
5) MHRC Hotline Report: 


a) Hotline Status:  
i) Currently not operational.  BC to follow-up with AG (City Clerk) to ensure hotline is restored. 


b) MRHC Gmail: 
i) Live on Website (BC and JC have access) 


 
6) DEI Task Force Update: (JP)  


a) Deferred 
 
7) Friends of Melrose METCO (FOMM) Update (DD):  


a) Meeting held: 11/29/22 @ 7pm (online) DD in attendance 
b) FOMM in organizing phase with hopes to establish a presence in Melrose that brings METCO 


and Melrose communities together – hoping to partner with MHRC for Juneteenth event.  
 
8) Education Foundation – Parent University Event Update: (DD) 


a) Event held: 11/19/2022 @ Melrose HS (DD in attendance) 
b) Strong turnout and participation. Affinity / Advocacy groups present expressed desire to partner 


with MHRC as a resource to collaborate across community organizations. Doug to update 
Community Partnerships list with organizations present at Parent U. 


 
9) Networking / Community Partnerships Update: (DD, JC)  


a) Resource list being created – goal to retain this item on recurring meeting agenda. 
 
10) Recruitment (JC & BC): 


a) Deferred 
 
11) GEM Partnership (BC): 


a) Deferred 
 
12) Wakefield Human Rights Commission (JC): 


a) Deferred 



https://www.melroseschools.com/district-home/metco

https://www.melroseedfoundation.org/

https://www.melroseschools.com/sites/g/files/vyhlif876/f/uploads/parent_u_1_1.pdf
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13) Regular Business:  
a) Approval of prior meeting minutes (BC): 


i) Draft of November/2022 Meeting Minutes sent to commissioners for review in advance of 
meeting by DD.   


ii) VOTE: November/2022 Meeting Minutes approved by unanimous consent. No objections  
b) Upcoming Events & Community Involvement: 


i) MLK Day of Service – January 16th, 2023 (BC & TA) 
(1) Discussed event details, including review of what worked well in past MLK Day of 


Service events. 
(2) Melrose Racial Justice Community Coalition (MRJCC) hoping MHRC will help to promote 


and publicize event they are host in conjunction with MLK Day of Service 
(a) VOTE: JS to create a flier to promote MLK Day of Service (contingent upon approval 


from MRJCC) approved by unanimous consent. No objections. 
(3) VOTE: To Approve budget up to $1500 for BC and TA to move forward in coordinating 


the event in conjunction with Mayor’s office by unanimous consent. No objections.   
ii) International Welcome Potluck – March/2023 (JS & RC) 


(1) Details TBD  
iii) Other Events: 


(1) Wakefield Human Rights Commission wants to collaborate with MHRC for Women’s Day 
event. (JS) JS will email the commission to gather further details.  


iv) IFTAR Event: 
(1) VOTE: RC to complete Mass Cultural Counsel grant application to request funds for 


IFTAR event – approved by unanimous consent.  No objections.  
(2) VOTE: FUD & LA to gather all necessary details related to planning and hosting IFTAR 


event on April 8th, 2023 approved by unanimous consent.  No objections. 
 
14) Old Business 


a) DEI Summit / Collaboration with MRJCC (BC): 
i) Deferred   


b) Community Conversations Collaboration with BRIDGE/PTO Reps:    
i) Deferred 
  


15) New Business: 
a) January Agenda topics: 


i) Mayor Brodeur plans to attend 
ii) MLK Day Update 
iii) IFTAR Coordinator Update 
iv) Emergency meetings: 


(1) Discussion necessary to determine how commission responds to community events in a 
timely manner.  


(2) Chair BC explained rationale behind recent public response on behalf of the MHRC and 
co-drafted with assistance from Mayor’s office (responding to recent racial slurs 
directed at city counselor and their family).   


 
16) Other Business 


a) Issues or concerns which were unknown at the time this meeting was posted.  
i) None noted.   
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17) Adjourn 
a) Motion to Adjourn – approved by unanimous consent.  No objections. 
b) Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm 


 
 
 
MHRC 2022-23 Main Events Calendar 
September 11, 2022: Victorian Fair (BC) 
October 8, 2022: Melrose Dance for Community (JP) 
January 16, 2023: MLK Day of Service (BC & TA) 
March TBD: International Welcome Potluck (JS & RC) 
March 22-April 21, 2023 (TBD): Melrose Community Iftar Celebration (FD & LA) 
May 20, 2023: Dance for Community (JP) 
June 9, 2023: PRIDE (JC & DD) 
June 19th, 2023: Juneteenth (JP) 
 
MHRC Community Involvement 
March 31, 2023: International Transgender Day of Visibility 
March 25, 2023: Bridge Trivia Bee 
May 16, 2023: GEM Graduation 
May 27 & 28, 2023: Memorial Day Flag Retirement & Parade 
 
 


The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Melrose Human Rights Commission is 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 @ 7:00pm in the Cassidy Conference Room at Melrose 


City Hall. 


 
Meeting minutes submitted by Doug DiBrielle, Secretary, MHRC on 1/13/2023 
 
Supporting Documents Attached in pdf portfolio: 
 


• Public Meeting Law – Flowsheet  
• Melrose Together – Art on Essex slideshow 
• GEM – Global Education in Melrose – Website 
• FOMM – Friends of Melrose METCO – Website 
• Melrose Education Foundation – Website 
• Parent University – 11/19/2022 – Event Flier 
• 2023 MLK Day of Service Grant Application 
• 2023 IFTAR Grant Application  
• 2023 Pride Event Grant Application 
• 2023 Beebe Estate Rental Application 
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FY23-FE-PRJ-52825 Application Summary


Applicant Information


Applicant Organization Information


Review the applicant information. If you need to update the Organization Information, use the Note feature
on the left to contact a Mass Cultural Council staff person for help.


Legal Name: Melrose Human Rights Commission
Doing Business As:


Physical Address:
Address 1: 562 Main Street
Address 2:
City: Melrose
State: MA
ZIP: 02176-3113


Mailing Address (if different):
Mailing Address 1:
Mailing Address 2:
City:
State:
ZIP:


Parent Organization: City of Melrose
Fiscal Agent:


Please note, organizations are required to provide a physical address. A PO Box can be provided for the
mailing address, but not the physical address. Organizations that do not have a facility or office
typically provide the address of the primary person leading the organization or group, such as the board
chair, staff person, or lead volunteer for the group.


If you see "Grant Seeking Organization" listed as your parent organization, this means that you do not
have a parent organization and you can disregard it.


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Contract Manager Information


Project Information


Primary Contact


Review the applicant information. If you need to update the Primary Contact information you can do so in
your Profile. Click Home button in upper right corner to get to My Profile button.


Randall Carter
randallcarter89@gmail.com
617-899-2346
 
 


If awarded a grant, who will serve as contract manager for the grant? The contract manager is responsible
for ensuring the contract and attachments are completed by the authorized signatory and that it is returned
in a timely fashion.


Contract Manager


First and last name of person managing contract


Randall Carter


Contract Manager Title


Commissioner


Contract Manager Phone


617-899-2346


Contract Manager Email


randallcarter89@gmail.com


Contract Manager Fax


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825


 


Page 2 of 10







Project Discipline


Humanities


Beginning Date


When does or did the publicly available component of the festival or project start? To be eligible, the festival
or project must start July 1, 2022, or later.


03/25/2023


Ending Date


When does or did the publicly available component of the festival or project end? To be eligible the festival
or project must end by June 30, 2023.


04/15/2023


Optional explanation of start and end dates: (500 characters)


While the event itself will be held on a single evening, as of this moment the exact date of the event has
not been finalized with the event space


Name of Festival or Project


Melrose Community Iftar Celebration


Description


Provide a one-sentence description of the festival or project including purpose and project location by
completing this sentence, "This grant will be used for a project to..." This response may appear in
communications to the public, and in fiscal documents such as grant contracts.


This grant will be used for a project to fund the Annual Melrose Community Iftar Celebration at Melrose
Memorial Hall: a community festivity open to all, whose purpose is to highlight Middle Eastern and
Islamic culture, build community, and promote interfaith dialogue.


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Please provide a description of the festival or project’s programming and activities.


What is or was the goal or purpose of the project or festival? How is or was the festival or project primarily
focused on promoting access, diversity, or education in the arts, humanities, or interpretive sciences?


The mission of the Human Rights Commission is to promote a spirit of diversity and respect among
citizens of Melrose. In keeping with that mission, the Commission throws an annual Iftar celebration as a
means of community-building within our town (and surrounding communities). This is intended to be a
celebration of inclusiveness and diversity, and an opportunity for our city’s observers of Ramadan to
share and educate, re: their cultures and traditions, with the community at-large. We are planning to have
one or two educational speakers, as well as a traditional musical performance, in additional to the iftar
meal itself.


Who is or was your intended audience for this project or festival?


Be sure to address how the festival was or will be available to the general public (by free or paid admission)


The intended audience of the Melrose Community Iftar Celebration is all Melrose residents, as well as
residents of neighboring communities. The event will be free of charge for all.


Is or was your project or festival free to the public?


Yes


Describe the steps you took or will take to ensure the project or festival is accessible to people who are
Deaf or who have a disability:


The event will be held at Memorial Hall, which as a municipal building, must comply with the Americans
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as well as other federal/state/local accessibility statutes. Fees
for an ASL interpreter for the guest speaker programming are figured into the budget for this event.


Festival or Project Location Name


Enter the name(s) of the venue(s) or place(s) where the project/festival will happen. If virtual, write “Online
only.” If to be determined, write “TBD."


Memorial Hall


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Budget


Festival/Project Location City/Town


In which city or town did or will most of your festival or project happen?


Below you will find a list of the 351 official Massachusetts cities and towns. If you are looking for a
neighborhood or village, you will need to Google it find out what city or town it is in so you can select that
option.


Online only festivals and projects can select "Online Only"


If you are not sure yet which city or town your festival or project will take place in, you can select To Be
Determined. However, it will not be included in the priority community review.


Melrose


Optional explanation of location


Festival/Project Website


Enter the full URL for your site.


Festival/Project Instagram


Enter the full Instagram URL that starts with https://www.instagram.com/


Festival/Project Facebook


Enter the full Facebook URL that starts with https://www.facebook.com/


Festival/Project Twitter


Enter the full Twitter URL that starts with https://www.twitter.com/


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Please provide estimated cash expenses for the festival or project that took place or will take place
between July 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023.


Applicants must have project cash expenses of at least $2,500


You may include the actual cost of staff time or administrative expenses that are dedicated to this
project. Please include an explanation in your description of the project. For example, "Our budget
includes 50% of our Education Director's time for 6 weeks."


You will include cash expenses in the budget form by clicking on the “Project Budget” button. Do
not include anticipated revenue in the budget form, you will describe your anticipated income using
the narrative questions below.


Cash Expenses Description Amount


Space Rental Memorial Hall rental fee $700.00


Supplies and Materials Decorations, programs, etc $200.00


Marketing/Promotion Flyers, etc $100.00


Salaries/Fees:
Artists/Humanists/Scientists musical performers $400.00


Salaries/fees: Contractors educational/cultural speaker(s) (incl
ASL interpreter) $600.00


Other (please describe) food $1,000.00


$3,000.00


Projected Income: Please briefly describe the other sources of projected income needed to complete
this project or festival


The vast majority of the HRC's annual budget of $3000 is already earmarked for our MLK programming
and Pride festival. Any additional or substitute funding would likely have to come from donations
towards the event itself


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Prioritization Factors


Funding History


Under-Resourced Communities


In-Kind Support: If applicable, please briefly describe any in-kind support you are getting for this
project or festival.


Volunteer time of Human Rights Commissioners and other community members, as needed


Mass Cultural Council seeks to broaden and diversify the range of persons who benefit from its
grant programs. To that end priorities have been established that will seek to attract and provide
funding under this program to entities and communities that may not have been, or had an equal
opportunity to be, beneficiaries of Mass Cultural Council programs. Prioritization will include the
following:


First time applicants or applicants that have not received direct funding from Mass Cultural Council in the
previous three fiscal years (2022, 2021, 2020). Below you will see the information we have on file for your
organization, for FY20–FY22. FY23 grants will not be reflected below but may factor in to grant
determinations.


By submitting your application, you acknowledge understanding that Mass Cultural Council will verify this
information with historical data in our grants management system. Mass Cultural Council will make every
effort to ensure accuracy but cannot be held accountable for missing or incorrect information in the relevant
sources. If you have questions about the information displayed below send staff a note using the notes
feature here or call or email program staff directly.


Received at least one grant in the past three fiscal years


No


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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BIPOC-Centered Self-Identification


Projects that are located in specific communities, which are cities and towns that are below the state
average in household income and educational attainment. This includes but is not limited to places
designated as Gateway cities. See a list of these communities.


Festival/Project is in an under-resourced community


No


Applicants that self-identify as led by and serving people of the global majority — Black, Indigenous, People
of Color (BIPOC), Latinx, Asian, Native American, Pacific Islander, and all other ethnicities of color.
Organizations wishing to make this identification will need to fill out a BIPOC-Centered Organization Self-
Identification form in the grants management system. The form is in the Opportunities section of your portal.


BIPOC-centered organizations must be able to demonstrate that:


The organization’s primary Mission, Programming and/or Practices explicitly and specifically reflect1.
and serve one or more communities that self-identify as BIPOC.


AND


Must be BIPOC led and/or run.


For more information, full definitions, guidelines, and to see a sample form, visit the BIPOC-Centered Self-
Identification page.


Is your Organization BIPOC-Centered? If so, complete the BIPOC-Centered Self-Identification form. The
form is in the Opportunities section of your portal.


By submitting this application, you acknowledge understanding that you must submit the BIPOC-Centered
Self-Identification Form no later than December 15, 2022, in order for the prioritization to be factored into
the review of application for your Festivals & Projects Grant.


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/cultural-sector-recovery-grants-for-organizations/application-process/under-resourced-cities-towns/

https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/bipoc-centered-organization-self-identification/

https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/bipoc-centered-organization-self-identification/

https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/bipoc-centered-organization-self-identification/

https://massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/bipoc-centered-organization-self-identification/





Participation in Card to Culture


Currently recognized as BIPOC-Centered Organization in the system?


If you have recently submitted a BIPOC-Centered Self-Identification form, and it has not yet been reviewed,
you will see "No" below. Due to the volume of applications, most will not be reviewed until after December
15.


No


Applicants that participate in Mass Cultural Council’s Card to Culture program. (This is not a grant program.
This is a voluntary discount program aimed at helping organizations reach specific audiences - EBT, WIC,
and/or ConnectorCare card holders. There is no funding associated with this program.)


Organizations wishing to participate in Card to Culture will need to fill out an application for the program in
the grants management system. The form is in the Opportunities section of your portal.


For more information, full definitions, and guidelines, visit the Card to Culture page.


By submitting this application, you acknowledge understanding that you must apply for Card to Culture no
later than December 15, 2022, in order for the prioritization to be factored into the review of application for
your Festivals & Projects Grant.


Current Participant in Card to Culture?


If you have recently submitted a Card to Culture application, and it has not yet been reviewed, you will see
"No" below. Due to the volume of applications, most will not be reviewed until after December 15.


No


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Acknowledgement


Ready to Submit?


Once you click "Submit" below, you will no longer have access to make changes to your application. A
copy of your application will be sent via an email attachment upon submission.


Please note: You have not successfully submitted your application until you see the following
message: "Congratulations - You have successfully submitted your application. Click on the Home
button to return to your home portal."


Authorized Signature: I certify that all the information contained in this application, including all
supporting documents and materials, is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I hereby
release Mass Cultural Council, its members, and employees, from any liability and/or responsibility
concerning the submission of materials to this program. In addition, I agree that the required public
acknowledgment will be given to Mass Cultural Council if this application is approved. I understand
that failure to respond to any of the items requested in this application may seriously hinder its
consideration. I certify that we are committed to the completion of the proposed activities in
compliance with legal requirements and granting procedures and will file the report required by the
Mass Cultural Council.


Clicking “submit” below serves as an authorizing electronic signature.


Authorized Signature


I agree


Application Summary:
FY23-FE-PRJ-52825
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Is this a 
COMMUNICATION?


E.g., meeting, email, 
phone call, etc.


Is the communication 
BETWEEN or AMONG 
members of a PUBLIC 
BODY (i.e, the HRC)?


Likely not subject to Open 
Meeting Law


Is there a QUORUM?


I.e., 6+ members of 11 
member commission


Is the subject within the 
PUBLIC BODY'S 
JURISDICTION?


Likely not subject to Open 
Meeting Law


Is there a QUORUM?


I.e., a simple majority of 
the subcommittee


A subcommittee is any 
multiple-member body 


created or authorized to 
ADVISE OR MAKE 


RECOMMENDATIONS to 
the public body (i.e., 


commission)


Serial communications 
(i.e., multiple over time) 
can create a quorum


Is it a CONFERENCE, 
TRAINING, OR EVENT


with no deliberation?


Is it ADMINISTRATIVE in 
nature?


Does any member of 
the public body 
EXPRESS AN 


OPINION?


Is it an ON-SITE 
INSPECTION with
No Deliberation?


Is it a meeting of 
ANOTHER PUBLIC 


BODY that has complied 
with the OML with no 


deliberation?


Is it a QUASI-JUDICIAL 
BOARD making a decision 


in an adjudicatory 
proceeding?


Is it a TOWN 
MEETING?


This is likely a 
MEETING subject to the 
OPEN MEETING LAW


Likely not subject to Open 
Meeting Law


*DOES A COMMUNICATION CONSTITUTE A "MEETING" SUBJECT TO THE
OPEN MEETING LAW ("OML")?


*Disclaimer: This document was prepared as informal general guidance only solely for the benefit of the Melrose HRC. It is not intended to be relied upon 
as, and does not constitute, legal advice.


Temporary vacancies 
do not affect the 


quorum calculation


Does an EXCEPTION 
apply?


Likely not subject to Open 
Meeting Law


Likely not subject to Open 
Meeting Law


If you have any questions, please contact the 
City Solicitor or email the Massachusetts Attorney 


General's Division of Open Government at 
openmeeting@mass.gov.


Examples include a 
meeting agenda, scheduling 
or procedural information, 


or reports or documents that 
may be discussed at a 


meeting


Yes


YesNo


No


Yes, a subcommittee of the public body


Yes


Yes


Yes


No


No


No


No


Yes


Yes


No


No
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