
CITY OF MELROSE 

CITY COUNCIL 

 ORDERS OF THE DAY● NOVEMBER 18, 2024 

Council Chamber,  First Floor, Melrose City Hall Regular Meeting  7:45 PM 
562 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176 

City of Melrose Page 1 11/14/2024 10:31 AM 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

II. READING OF THE MINUTES 

1. City Council - Regular Meeting - Nov 12, 2024 7:45 PM 

2. City Council - Regular Meeting - Oct 21, 2024 7:45 PM 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

tcifuni@cityofmelrose.org is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 
Topic: City Council Meeting and Subcommittees  

Time: Nov 18, 2024 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://cityofmelrose-org.zoom.us/j/98034066739 
 

Meeting ID: 980 3406 6739 
Passcode: 838941 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM HER HONOR, THE MAYOR AND OTHER 
CITY OFFICIALS 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Filings by the Honorable Mayor 

1. (ID # 12209): Petition of Verizon for Grant of Location to install duct bank from 
existing utility on the westerly side of Main St., just north of the town line with 

Malden, as shown on Plan # 1A7F1MU  

 

 

2. (ID # 12214): Request to set a public hearing on Classification of Property for 
December 2, 2024 and Subsequently Determine the Classification of Property.  

Sponsored by:  Sarah MacLellan 
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3. Appointments/Reappointments 

1. (ID # 12178): Appointment of Raj R. Singh, 255 W. Emerson Street, Melrose 
MA 02176, to the Board of Appeals.  

 
 

2. (ID # 12179): Reappointment of Lindsey A. Toghill, 186 Melrose Street, Melrose 

MA 02176, to the Historic District Commission.  

 
 

3. (ID # 12180): Reappointment of Michael D. Coleman, 181 Beech Avenue, 
Melrose MA, to the Historic District Commission.  

 
 

4. (ID # 12181): Reappointment of Ellen P. Connolly, 7 Union Street, Melrose MA, 

to the Melrose Housing Authority.  

 

 

5. (ID # 12182): Reappointment of Jessica Rowcroft McKenna, 5 Marmion Road, 
Melrose MA, to the Beebe Estate Board of Trustees.  

 
 

6. (ID # 12183): Reappointment of Lauren Knott, 16 Mount Vernon Street, 

Melrose, MA to the Commission on Women.  

 

 

7. (ID # 12184): Reappointment of Kevin J. Erb, 16 Everett Street, Melrose, MA to 
the Historic District Commission.  

 
 

8. (ID # 12185): Reappointment of Richard Curl, 155 Myrtle Street, to the 

Historic District Commission.  
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9. (ID # 12186): Reappointment of Lillian Yadgood Kelly, 117 Boston Rock Road, 

to the Board of Health, for a three year term.  

 

 

4. Grants 

1. (ID # 12215): FY2025 State 911 EMD Grant  

 

 

2. (ID # 12216): FY2025 State 911 Training Grant  

 

 

3. (ID # 12217): FY2025 State 911 S&I Grant  

 
 

B. Filings by members of the Honorable City Council 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Licenses 

1. (ID # 11933): Licenses renewed:  Class II Motor Vehicle for 2025  

 
 

2. (ID # 11932): License: Common Victualler renewals for 2025  

 

From:  City Council REFERRED 
 

3. (ID # 12154): New Common Victualler Application Planted Organic Cafe  
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VII. EXPIRIES 

VIII. RULE 53 REPORTS 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
The City of Melrose does not discriminate based on disability and is committed to 
hosting accessible meetings and events. Individuals with disabilities who need 
auxiliary aids and services for effective communication, written materials in alternative 
formats, or reasonable modifications in policies and procedures, in order to access the 
programs and activities of the City of Melrose or to attend meetings, should contact 
the City’s ADA Coordinator, Polina Latta platta@cityofmelrose.org.  



                                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       October 1, 2024 

 

 

 

City Council 

City Hall 

562 Main Street 

Melrose, MA 02176 

 

RE:   Petition for Verizon job # 1A7F1MU 

 Main Street, Melrose, MA 

 

Dear Honorable City Council: 

 

Enclosed find the following items in support of the above-referenced project: 

 

1. Petition; 

2. Petition Plan; 

3. Order; 

4. Abutters.  

 

A Public Hearing and notice to abutters are required. A Verizon representative will 

attend the Public Hearing. Should any questions or comments arise concerning this 

matter prior to the hearing, please contact me at 781-805-5090. Your assistance is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

       Gabriel Albisu 

       Right of Way Manager 

 

Enc 

Gabriel Albisu 
Right of Way Manager 
 

125 Lundquist Drive 
Braintree, MA 02184 
 
Mobile:781-805-5090  
Gabriel.Albisu@one.verizon.com 
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PETITION FOR CONDUIT LOCATION 

  

To the City Council                

 

Of MELROSE, Massachusetts 

 

 VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC. requests permission to lay and maintain 

underground conduits, with the wires and cables to be placed therein, under the surface of 

the following public way or ways: 

 

Main Street: 

Place four new four- inch (4”) conduits approximately 421’ southerly from 

existing manhole, M68 to an existing manhole, MH15. Said manholes are 

located on the westerly side of Main Street.  

 

This petition is necessary to provide new services. 

 

 Also, for permission to lay and maintain underground conduits, manholes, cables 

and wires in the above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of making connections 

with such poles and buildings as it may desire for distributing purposes. 

 

 Plan marked-VZ N.E. Inc. No. 1A7F1MU dated October 1, 2024 showing 

location of conduit to be constructed is filed herewith. 

 

 

 

VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC. 

 

  By _____________________________________________ 

        Gabriel Albisu  

      Manager - Rights of Way 

 

 

  Dated this _____day of ____________, 2024. 

       
 

 

1st October
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PETITION PLAN

MUNICIPALITY

SHOWING

DATE :  

 

MELROSE 1A7F1MU

OCTOBER 1, 2024

 PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF CONDUIT ON MAIN STREET

VERIZON NEW ENGLAND, INC 

EDGE OF PAVEMENT

EDGE OF ROADWAY

PROPERTY LINE

EDGE OF PAVEMENT

EDGE OF ROADWAY

PROPERTY LINE

VZ N.E. Inc. No.

PROPOSED CONDUIT TO BE INSTALLED

PARCEL ID: C2 0 1

1 Oak Grove Ave 

EXISTING MANHOLE TO REMAIN

EXISTING MH15 
TO REMAIN

EXISTING MH68 
TO REMAIN

PARCEL ID: 044 855 506

1128 Main St 

PARCEL ID: 044 855 507

1100 Main St 

PARCEL ID: C3 0 100

1 Main St 

PARCEL ID: 070 827 702

1087 Main St 
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ORDER FOR CONDUIT LOCATION 

 

By the City Council of the City of MELROSE, Massachusetts. 

 

 

Notice having been given and a public hearing held, as provided by law,                                                  
It is HEREBY ORDERED: 

That permission be and hereby is granted VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC. to lay and 

maintain underground conduits and manholes, with the wires and cables to be placed therein, under the 

surface of the following public way or ways as requested in petition of said Company dated the 1st day of 

October, 2024. 

 

Main Street: 

Place four new four- inch (4”) conduits approximately 421’ southerly from 

existing manhole, M68 to an existing manhole, MH15. Said manholes are 

located on the westerly side of Main Street.  

 

This petition is necessary to provide new services. 

 

 Substantially as shown on plan marked- VZ N.E. Inc. No. 1A7F1MU dated October 1, 2024 - 
filed with said petition. Also, that permission be and hereby is granted said VERIZON NEW ENGLAND 

INC. to lay and maintain underground conduits, manholes, cables and wires in the above or intersecting 

public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and buildings as it may desire for 

distributing purposes. 
 
 The foregoing permission is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1.  The conduits and manholes shall be of such material and construction and all work done in 

such manner as to be satisfactory to such municipal officers as it may appoint to the supervision of 

the work, and a plan showing the location of conduits constructed shall be filed with the City 

when the work is completed. 
2.  In every underground main line conduit constructed by said Company hereunder one duct not 

less than three inches in diameter shall be reserved and maintained for the limited purpose of 

attaching one-way low voltage fire and police signaling wires owned by the municipality or 

governmental entity for public safety purposes only. 

3.  Said Company shall indemnify and save the City harmless against all damages, costs and 

expense whatsoever to which the City may be subjected in consequence of the acts or neglect of 

said Company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising from the rights and privileges 

granted it by the City. 
4.  In addition said Company shall, before a public way is disturbed for the laying of its wire or 

conduits, execute its bond in a penal sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) (reference being had 

to the bond already on file with said City) conditioned for the faithful performance of its duties 

under this permit. 
5.  Said Company shall comply with the requirements of existing by-laws and such as may 

hereafter be adopted governing the construction and maintenance of conduits and wires, so far as 

the same are not inconsistent with the laws of the Commonwealth. 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing order was adopted at a meeting of the City Council of the City 

of Melrose, Massachusetts, held on the __________ day of _______________ 2024. 

        

 

___________________________ 

       City Clerk  
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ORDER FOR CONDUIT LOCATION 
 

 

We hereby certify that on ____________________ 2024, at _____ o'clock ____M. at 

________________ ___________________________ a public hearing was held on the petition of the 

VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC. for permission to lay and maintain underground conduits, manholes 

and connection, with the wires and cables to be placed therein, described in the order herewith recorded, 

and that we mail at least seven days before said hearing a written notice of the time and place of said 

hearing to each of the owners of real estate (as determined by the last preceding assessment for taxation) 

along the ways or parts of ways upon which the Company is permitted to construct the lines of said 

Company under said order.  And that thereupon said order was duly adopted. 
     
           

 ____________________________   ____________________________ 

 

        

       

____________________________   ____________________________ 

 

            

            

____________________________   ____________________________ 

 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

 

        

       

____________________________   ____________________________ 

            

            

  

____________________________  

 

 

                  City Council of the City of MELROSE, Massachusetts 

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of location order, and certificate of hearing with 

notice adopted by the City Council of the City of MELROSE, Massachusetts, on the ______ day of 

____________________ 2024, and recorded with the records of location orders of said City, Book 

________ Page ________.  This certified copy is made under the provisions of Chapter 166 General Laws 

and any additions thereto or amendments thereof. 
 
      Attest: 
 
            

      ________________________________________ 
      City Clerk 
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ABUTTERS LIST 

PARCEL ID: C3 0 100 
1 Main Street 

 
PINE BANKS PARK 

78 ACRES+PT IN MALDEN 
350 Main Street, Suite 30 

Malden, MA 02148 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
PARCEL ID 070 827 702 

1087 Main Street 
 

PINE BANKS PARK 
THE PINE BANKS PARK FOUNDATION INC 

350 Main Street, Suite 30 
Malden, MA 02148 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

PARCEL ID: 044 855 507 
1100 Main Street 

 
CELONA JAMES M CELONA ROBERT J TRS 

CELONA REAL ESTATE TRUST 
1100 Main Street 

Malden, MA 02148 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
PARCEL ID: 044 855 506 

1128 Main Street 
 

PINE BANKS ANIMAL HOSPITAL & KENNEL INC 
1130 Main Street 

Malden, MA 02148 
 _________________________________________________________________ 

 
PARCEL ID: C2 0 1 

1 Oak Grove Ave 
 

W/M OAK GROVE VILLAGE LLC C/O GID 
125 High Street 28th Floor 

Boston, MA 02110 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
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VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

You are hereby notified that the City Council will hold a public hearing on 

Monday, December 2, 2024 at 7;45PM 
In City Council Chamber, 562 Main St., Melrose 

PET 2024-5: Petition of Verizon New England Inc. requests permission 
to lay and maintain underground conduits, with the wires and cables to be 
placed therein, under the surface of the following public ways or ways:

Main Street: Place four new four inch (4") conduits approximately 421' 
southerly from existing manhole, M68 to an existing manhole, MH15. 
Said manholes are located on the westerly side of Main Street.

This petition is necessary to provide new services.

Also, for the permission to lay and maintain underground conduits, 
manholes, cables and wires in the above or intersecting public ways for the 
purpose of making connections with such poles and buildings as it may 
desire for disturbing purposes. 

Plan marked -VZ N.E> Inc. No. 1A7F1MU dated October 1, 2024 showing 
location of conduit to be constructed is filed herewith.

Tanji Cifuni 
Interim City Clerk 

 CITY OF MELROSE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

Tanji Cifuni, Interim City Clerk 

562 Main Street 
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176 
Telephone: (781) 979-4114 
Email: Clerks@cityofmelrose.org 
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Sarah MacLellan 
Chief Assessor 
 
To:     Mayor Jennifer Grigoraitis 
From:    Sarah MacLellan 
Meeting Date:  November 18, 2024 
Subject:    Classification of Property 
__________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
In compliance with the provisions of Chapter 40, Section 56 of M.G.L. relating to the 

classification of property, the Board of Assessors requests that a date be set for a 

classification hearing on Monday, December 2, 2024. 

 

The Board of Assessors will provide the City Council with information necessary to 

make a decision on the adoption of a residential factor and thereby determining the 

percentages of local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal property for 

the Fiscal Year 2025. 

 
 
CITY OF MELROSE          ASSESSOR  

City Hall, 562 Main Street 
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176 

Telephone - (781) 979-4104 
assessor@cityofmelrose.org     
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Dear Zoning Board of Appeals: 
 
I am interested in serving the Melrose Zoning Board of Appeals and ask that you consider me 
for the open seat. 
 
My family moved to Melrose about a decade ago and have established strong roots here, 
owning a home and a rental property in town. I believe my professional and educational 
background would provide the ZBA with a valuable, unique skillset to leverage.  
 
I moved to the Boston area 30 years ago to attend graduate school at the MIT Department of 
Urban Studies and Planning. I received a Master’s in City Planning, during which I studied zoning 
laws deeply to understand the pace and shape of urban growth. I became so fascinated by the 
way zoning has shaped our landscape that I stayed on at MIT to pursue a PhD in urban 
planning. Along the way I studied countless land use legal frameworks from around the country 
in support of the development of computer models that could help people envision urban 
growth based on tweaks to zoning. 
 
After finishing the PhD, I went to work for Parsons Brinkerhoff, the international engineering 
and construction management firm (which is now rebranded as WSP), helping them establish a 
practice helping towns with long-range master planning.  
 
Lately, my career has led me deeper into technology and away from urban planning issues, but I 
have never lost my love for understanding how land use and zoning laws shape our 
environment, and I look forward to applying that to my home town. 
 
I would be happy to provide my resume or answer any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Raj Singh, 

 
255 West Emerson Street 
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Raj R. Singh    

 

RAJ R. SINGH 
255 W Emerson St., Melrose, MA |  |  

 
BUILDING INFORMATION SYSTEMS TO UNDERSTAND THE WORLD  

Product Management | Cloud Databases | Geospatial & Mapping | Developer Relations 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL  EXPERIENCE 

SENIOR PRODUCT MANAGER  APR 2019  –  PRESENT  
InterSystems | Cambridge, MA  

Leading the design of next-generation data fabric offerings as the company transitions from an on-
premise to cloud-based focus. 
 
OFFERING (PRODUCT )  MANAGER  NOV 2018  –  APR 2019 
IBM MetroPulse | Cambridge, MA  

Led acquisition data lake design and for this machine learning platform in the retail analytics space. 
 
SENIOR DEVELOPER ADVOCATE  AUG 2014  –  OCT 2018 
IBM Watson and Cloud | Cambridge, MA  

The developer advocate’s role intersects software development, marketing and business development to 
build a strong developer community around IBM’s cloud offerings. We build working code that highlights 
the strengths of the technology, then market that content via articles, conference talks, webinars and 
hackathons.  

 
D IRECTOR ,  INTEROPERABILITY PROGRAMS  2004  –  2014 
The Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) 

OGC brings software companies together to rapidly prototype complex multi-vendor, multi-national 
information sharing scenarios in areas such as disaster management, homeland security, and sensor 
networks. The “client” is usually a coalition of defense and space agencies from around the globe. 
 

EDUCATION 

 
PhD, Information Systems, Planning 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA 2004 
 
MCP, Master’s in city planning 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA 1996 
 
BA, Economics 
Brown University, Providence, RI 1991 
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§ 152-12. Common victuallers and innholders. [Amended 6-15-1981 by Ord. No.
20718; 4-21-2009 by Ord. No. 09-125; 11-16-2020 by Ord. No. 2021-34; 12-20-2021
by Ord. No. 2022-56]

No person shall hereafter engage in the business of innholder or common victualler
without first obtaining a license therefor from the City Council. A fee of $75 shall
be paid for each of such licenses. The fee for a common victualler’s license set forth
herein shall be waived for Calendar Year 2021 as a result of the ongoing impacts of the
COVID-19 global health pandemic. The fee for a common victualler’s license set forth
herein shall be waived for Calendar Year 2022 as a result of the ongoing impacts of the
COVID-19 global health pandemic.

State law reference — Law of the commonwealth authorizing cities to grant licenses to
common victuallers, innholders, etc., MGL c. 140, § 2, construed in Liggett Drug Co. v.
Board of License Commissioners, 296 Mass. 41, 4 N.E. (2d) 268.
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	Public Agenda
	I. Call to Order
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	A. Filings by the Honorable Mayor
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	2. 12214 : Classification of Property
	a. ORDER - CLASSIFICATION 2025

	3. Appointments/Reappointments
	1. 12178 : Appointment of Raj R. Singh to the Board of Appeals
	a. Raj Singh Letter of Interest and Resume Redacted

	2. 12179 : Reappointment of Lindsey A. Toghill to the Historic District Commission
	3. 12180 : Reappointment of Michael D. Coleman to the Historic District Commission
	4. 12181 : Reappointment of Ellen P. Connolly to the Melrose Housing Authority
	5. 12182 : Reappointment of Jessica Rowcroft McKenna to the Beebe Estate Board
	6. 12183 : Reappointment of Lauren Knott to the Commission on Women
	7. 12184 : Reappointment of Kevin J. Erb to the Historic District Commission
	8. 12185 : Reappointment of Richard Curl to the Historic District Commission
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	b. Common Vic ordinance



	VII. Expiries
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	IX. Adjournment
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