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Protection & License Committee 
 
 

Monday, June 29, 2026, 7:00 PM 
City Council Chamber, 1st Floor 

562 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176 

 
MINUTES  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 Jason Chen                           Vice Chair 

Elizabeth Kowal 
John Obremski 
Devin Romanul 
William Bradley Freeman      President, Ex Officio Member 
Cal Finocchiaro                     Chair 

 
Meeting was called to order by Chair Finocchiaro at 7:00 PM 
 
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Jason Chen Vice Chair Present-remote 
attendance 

 

Elizabeth Kowal At-Large Absent  

John Obremski Ward 2 Present  

Devin Romanul Ward 7 Present  

William Bradley Freeman President, Ex 
Officio Member 

Present  

Cal Finocchiaro Chair Present  
 
Non-voting member Councilor Karamcheti was also in attendance. 
II. MINUTES APPROVAL 

Protection & License Committee Meeting May 4, 2026 6:50 PM 
 
Motion to approve the minutes by unanimous consent made by Chair Finocchiaro 
 
RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, John Obremski, Devin Romanul, Bradley Freeman 
  
III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Hybrid  
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 When: Jun 29, 2026 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic:  Protection & License Committee Meeting 
 
Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android: 
https://cityofmelrose-
org.zoom.us/j/93435010319?pwd=Eo7cTpbzou5P1GRT3ypOQTY7oBE4ck.1 
Passcode:693773 
Webinar ID: 934 3501 0319 

 
Motion to Open public comment made by Councilor Romanul at 7:02 PM 
Seconded by President Freeman 
All were in favor and motion passed 
 
RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, John Obremski, Devin Romanul, Bradley Freeman 
 
There were no comments on the floor or via Zoom 
 
Motion to Close public comment made by Councilor Romanul at 7:02 PM 
Seconded by President Freeman 
All were in favor and motion passed 
 
RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, John Obremski, Devin Romanul, Bradley Freeman 
 
 
  
IV. LICENSES 
  
 A. (ID # 2026-1336): New Common Victualler License for Shawbak Lebanese Eatery and 

Bakery 
 
Maya Jamaleddine of 10 Melrose Street presented her family-owned business proposal, which will 
operate seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. serving Lebanese food and bakery items made 
from scratch.  
 
Motion to Recommend made by President Freeman 
Seconded by Councilor Romanul 
All were in favor and motion passed 
 
RESULTS: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

TO: City Council 

AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, John Obremski, Devin Romanul, Bradley 
Freeman 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Elizabeth Kowal 
 
Maya thanked city hall staff and especially City Clerk Cifuni for their help in navigating the process of 
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establishing the new business and obtaining a common vic license. 
  
V. ADJOURNMENT 

The City of Melrose does not discriminate based on disability and is committed to hosting 
accessible meetings and events. Individuals with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective communication, written materials in alternative formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies and procedures, in order to access the programs and activities of the 
City of Melrose or to attend meetings, should contactthe City’s ADA Coordinator, Polina Latta 
platta@cityofmelrose.org. 

 
Motion to Adjourn made by Councilor Romanul at 7:14 PM 
Seconded by President Freeman 
All were in favor and meeting was adjourned 
 
RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, John Obremski, Devin Romanul, Bradley Freeman 
 
  
 

 




















	I. CALL TO ORDER
	A. Attendees

	II. MINUTES APPROVAL
	III. PUBLIC COMMENT
	A. When: Jun 29, 2026 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and C

	IV. LICENSES
	A. New Common Victualler License for Shawbak Lebanese
	Shawbak Lebanese Eatery and Bakery_Redacted


	V. ADJOURNMENT



