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Protection & License Committee 
 
 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 6:50 PM 
City Council Chamber, 1st Floor 

562 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176 

 
MINUTES  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 Jason Chen             Vice Chair 

Elizabeth Kowal 
John Obremski 
Devin Romanul 
Brad Freeman          President, Ex Officio Member 
Cal Finocchiaro        Chair 

 
Meeting was called to order by Chair Finocchiaro at 6:50 PM 
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Jason Chen Vice Chair Present  

Elizabeth Kowal At-Large Present  

John Obremski Ward 2 Absent  

Devin Romanul Ward 7 Present  

William Bradley Freeman President, Ex 
Officio Member 

Present  

Cal Finocchiaro Chair Present  
 
Non-voting members also in attendance: 
Manjula Karamcheti 
Christopher Park 
Ryan Williams 
Kimberly Vandiver 
II. MINUTES APPROVAL 

A. Protection & License Meeting November 17, 2025 7:25 PM 
 
Motion to Approve the minutes by unanimous consent without reading made by Chair Finocchiaro. 
RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, Elizabeth Kowal, Devin Romanul, Bradley Freeman 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: John Obremski 
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III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
 When: Jan 20, 2026 06:50 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Topic:  Protection & License Meeting 
 
Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android: 
https://cityofmelrose-org.zoom.us/j/95331852026?pwd=v0tkdTjEGOes0s0AF67eHG0agIs8B4.1 
Passcode:828534 
Webinar ID: 953 3185 2026 

 
Motion to Open public comment made by Chair Finocchiaro at 6:51 PM 
There were no comments on the floor or via Zoom 
Motion to Close public comment made by Chair Finocchiaro at 6:51 PM 
IV. LICENSES 
  
 A. (ID # 2025-840): New Common Victualler License for "Table Four" 
 
Motion to Recommend to full council made by Councilor Romanul 
Seconded by Councilor Freeman 
All were in favor and motion passed 
RESULTS: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

TO: City Council 

AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, Elizabeth Kowal, Devin Romanul, Bradley 
Freeman 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: John Obremski 
 
Discussion: 
-Councilor Park asked what they will be serving in terms of food, will they have a full kitchen?  There 
is not a full kitchen and the food will be charcuterie boards, pastries, breads, vegetables, cold 
foods.  Some of his constituents had concerns about fire hazards with a full kitchen. 
-Councilor Karamcheti appreciated them opening the space for Home for the Holidays. She asked 
how they will handle seating, reservations and waiting in line.  They will have a few tables for 
reservations and a few tables open for patrons to call the restaurant for realtime seating and try to 
avoid people waiting outside in line.  
-Councilor Williams thinks the concept is phenomenal and likes the Dutch influence.  He asked if 
they will have Dutch cheeses, and yes they will. 
 B. (ID # 2025-842): Motor Vehicle Class I and II Renewals for 2026 (Second Round) 
 
Motion to Recommend to full council made by President Freeman 
Seconded by Councilor Romanul 
All were in favor and motion passed 
RESULTS: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

TO: City Council 
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AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, Elizabeth Kowal, Devin Romanul, Bradley 
Freeman 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: John Obremski 
  
 C. (ID # 2025-843): Common Victualler Renewals for 2026 ( Second Round ) 
 
Motion to Recommend to full council made by President Freeman 
Seconded by Councilor Romanul 
All were in favor and motion passed 
RESULTS: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

TO: City Council 

AYES: Jason Chen, Cal Finocchiaro, Elizabeth Kowal, Devin Romanul, Bradley 
Freeman 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: John Obremski 
  
V. ADJOURNMENT 

The City of Melrose does not discriminate based on disability and is committed to hosting 
accessible meetings and events. Individuals with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and 
services for effective communication, written materials in alternative formats, or reasonable 
modifications in policies and procedures, in order to access the programs and activities of the 
City of Melrose or to attend meetings, should contactthe City’s ADA Coordinator, Polina Latta 
platta@cityofmelrose.org. 

 
Motion to Adjourn by unanimous consent made by Chair Finocchiaro at 7:01 PM 
Meeting was adjourned. 
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